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incidont # zz 
Date 7 Jaa 13 ILL 220 


Tina 1480 OSP 

Location Control Tower, Godmam 716 

Name of observer ¡Dept d, P. Dusalar, Jr. 

Occupation of obsorvor Capt, USAP 

Address of obsorvor Goman Fld, Ky 

Placo of obsorvstion  Godmem Flå Control Tower 

Number of objects 2 at 1420 

Distance of object from obsorver 4/3 

Timo in sight From 1420 to 1600 082 = Over am hour and a half 
Altitude 5 

Spcod ` 360 MPH = according to statement of Mantell 
Direction of flight Appareatly from 234° to 259° South to West 
Tactics 33 

5o 25/3 

Size Belisred large 

Color Silver - bright 

Shapo Lika tear drop = round; later, object seemed fluid 
‘Odor dotoctod u/s 

Apparent construction 8 

Exhaust trails Mọ tail = 

Weather conditions 1/3.- Seattered bat claar 

Effect on clouds : N/3 


Skotches or photographs 43528 


a 3 O +“ 
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At approx 1420 7 Jan 48, Duesler accompanied by Lt Col E, G, Wood went to 
Godman Control Tower to observe an unidentified serial object. Shortly 

after their arrival Col Hix, the Commanding Officer was summoned, At about 
this time Dueslar first sighted a bright silver object. Then Col Hir arrived. 
Shortly thereafter a flight of four P-5l's flew over Godman, Leader was 
contacted to pursue object. He assented and three P=51's climbed om the course, 
the fourth P-5l returning to bass, Flight leader called to observa that 
"object was twelve o'clock hich," Asked to describe it, he stated "it is 
bright and climbing away from me," Es stated at first that it was going about 
130 MPH, Them Control Tower lost sight of the flight but could still see the 
object. (Ia connection with this, Li Col 2, Garrison Wood who witnessed the 
sishting stated that while it appeared about 1/10 the size of a full moa, if 
tha thing were a great distance away, as compared to the dimimishing size of 
the P-51's flying toward it, it would seem that it was at least several hundred 
feet in diameter.) Shortly after NG 861, the flight leader, stated that 

he was "at 15,000 ft and still climbiag* He stated that he judged the speed 

to be tha seme as his or approx 350 MPH, One of his planes then asked him 

to level off but no reply was heard from the flight leader, That wes the 

last message received from any member of the flight. 


After dark, another or the same object appeared in approx 234° from Godman at 
6° elevation. This body moved to the west (259°) and then dom, The shape 
was fluid mt generally round with no tail, the color changing from white, to 
blue, to red to yellow and had a black snot in the center at all times. 

At 1500 CST it was obsenred by clouds. 


NOTE: Later, an astronomer was contacted who attempted to account for 
this phenomena as either Venus or a comet. (î?) 


SES ALSO: Report of civilians and state police and corroborated version 
on this incident. 
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PPS Stamley Oliver was on duty at tha Control Tower at Godman Fld when 

Col Mix's office informed tha tower that am unidentified object (survosedly 
song 250 £4 to 300 2t in diameter) was sighted over Mansvilie, Xy. This 

woe scorox at 1330 C32. åk PIC Oliver sew the object southwest of Godman 3 
% nim it resemolad an ice cream cone topped with red. Could not ascertain 
if it were moving or not. . e 


; Orner 
RGLIABILITY: Witnesses: Col, Hix, (CO, Cant Carter, Lt Gxxüxr à M/Sgt 
Blackwell. 
xorı: Tas report of alerting the P-5l aircraft contained in PFC Oliver's 


statement and the witnesses corroirates material contained in the 
other reports. 
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AR, P ATA 
> DITT x 27 
CHECK-LIST = UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS 
Incidont #. 
Dato 7 dea lig E 
Tino Approx xk 1320 CSP 
Location Gcdasm Fià., Ft Knox, Ky. 
llame of observor ¡PPC Stanley Oliver 
Occupation of obsorvor WS = duty in control tower 
Address of observor . +, Godmam Fld., Ft Knox, Ey. 


+ 


JIB 


Placo of obsorwtion "Control Tower, Godman Fd.» Ft Knox, Xy. 


Nunbor of objects 1 


Distance of object from observer 3/3 
Timo in sight 3/3 

Altitude Over 15,0.0 ft 

89 33 


Direction of flight Southwest 

Tactics E/S 

Sound u/s 

Sizo 3/5 

color  Ubjsek mpearsd like "ice-cream cone topped with red" = 
apparently wite with red above 

Shapo cons 

Odor 468 3/3 

Apparent construction 3 

Exhaust trails 3/5 

Woather conditions loud formations 

Effoct on clouds Went beaind clouds 


Skotches or photographs Zona 


lanner of dis 


Doren rl 4 «di "IED 
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RE ۷ 7177-77-7 


SAS 


CHECK-LIST = UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJEC 


Date 1 Jan hg 


a 


Ting ` Shortly after 1100 OS? 
Godmen Fld., Pt Knox, Ky. 
Lt Paul I. Omer 


Location 
Name of observer 
Cceupation of obsorvor Poischasat Comoemdar 
Address of observor Goómem Fld., Ft Xdox, Ky. 
Control Power 


Place of obsorwtion 


۱ 


Number of objocts: 1 See Tote attached. 
Distance of object from obsorvor HE ge 
: ên î N rupe Sat 
Timo in sight ۹9 dr 
Altitude ws 
half speed of P-51 
Diroction of flight 3/3 ٩ 
Sopeared stationary 
m/s 
5/5 
2 
Geet She 
like parachute - round 


/3 
Odor dotectod 2 


Sa 


Speod 
Tactics 
Soumd 
Size 


Sha po 


23 
Apparent construction / 


Incidort # 33 a 


Exhaust trails Seemed to be some red light around the lower part of 13, 


High = scattersd but clear 


Woathor conditions 


2 
Effoct on clouds ای‎ 


SE ug Jone 
Skotohes or photographs 


3/3 


Manner of disappearance 
IA 
Sewa kiss \ovar) 


UN‏ از کی ہت کا 
BA v‏ وښد تا 


Çalcaown objact firs’ reported by Military Police at M Kaox, avvrox 1400 CS, 
vicinisy of Maysyilla, Later over Irvington å Owensboro, Ty, Sighted, Godman, 
by Blackwell, Cf Control Tower. Lt Urner then Lett office of 00. proceeding 

to Control Tower where he sighted a small white object in the southwest sky. It 
arpearsd staiomery. Could not Astermins of o0jsct radiated or reflected light, 
arm biaocs it peared partially as paracimte with bright sum reflecting from top 


At the tine of his dizsprsaraace he was reported high and ahesd of ving man at 
approx 13,000 to 20,000 7% and wing mem at soprox 15,000 ft. Wing mem (53800) 
retursd for fuel amd rosmed vursult going to altitude of 33,000 ft mt did not 
sight object. At about 19:5 Lt Orader latt tower. 


Later, Lt Orner, returned to Control Tower (about 1755 GST) ond perceived bright 
Light at a position of about 240° aximth and 8° elevation. åt was a rouad object 
sad did not r9semale a ai Althouzh there was a lumix haze tne object remained 
visible and did not disappear until it went below the level of the earth in a manner 
similar to the sua or moon setting, This object was viewed and tracked with the 
Weather Station theodolite from the hangar roof. 


RELIABILITY: Verified by Commanding Officer, Operations Officer, 5-2 and Brecative 
Officer. Howavsr, these officers were syparently present when 
second sighting tock place, 


ote ET. 1 we a a EE, خوپ‎ ENEE ge س-- د‎ 


aa pr 
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isad Be Lø Incidont #33 


Time Between 1345 and 1350 

Location Godman Fld, Fort Knox, Ky 

tamo of observer ووه‎ Gaston A. Blackwell 

Occupation of obgorvor Chf Operator in Control Tower at Godman Flå, Ky. 


Address of obsorvor USAF, Airways & Air Communicatims Svc, 6 


Detachment 733-5 AF Base Unit (103D AACS Sq) Godman Fld., Ft Ina, Ky. 


Ts 


8. 


Placo of obsorvstion Tower, Godman Fld. 


Number of objocts 1 


Distanco of object from obsorver A Kei : pa? 


87 


Timo in sight ۱/8 * 
Altitude Over 15,000: ft 
Speod In excess of P-51 


Diroction of flight South 


-Tactics N/S continued climbing 


Sound Not Stated 

Size Tremendous 

Color Silvery or metallic 
Shapo N/s 

Odor dotectod N/S 


Apparent construction N/S - seemed metallic 


Exhaust trails N/S 

Weather conditions N/5 

Effect on clouds 18 

Skotehes or photographs . None UNCLASSIFIFR 


Manner of disappearance N/S 


0 ren» f ` 
ù (over) 


٢ ON‏ وچ 
d N 2‏ ۱ 5 " / 
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Ab approximately 1320 Sgt Cook from the CO's office notified the observer 
(T/3gt Quinton A Blackwell) that according to Ft Knox Military Police & 
"B" Town State Police, a large circular object about 250 to 300 ft in 
diameter was over Mansville, Ky. Advised him to check with Army Flight 
Svc. They advised negative but shortly thereafter reported object over 


Trvingtan, Xy, then Owensboro, Ky. Object first sighted by Blackwell about 
545 to 1350 over Wee, 


Verification: . Ist Lt Orner (Detachment Commander) 
Capt Carter (Operations Officer) 
Col Hix (CO) sighted it about 1420 


At approximately 1430 to 1,0, four P=51's approached Godman f/scuth 
enroute f/Marietta, Ca. to Standiford Fld, Ky. 2a Blackwell asked 
Flight Leader NG 869 to attempt to identify object. Accompanied by two 


other planes he proceeded south f/Godman. Fourth plane proceeded to 
Standiford Fld alone. 


About 1445, flight leader (NG 869) reported sighting object "ahead and 
above = still climbing" At 15,000 ft he reported "Object directly ahead 
and above and moving about half my speed." Again "it appears metallic 

of tremendous size." Still later "I'm still climbing = object is above and 
ahead moving about my speed or faster = I'm trying to close in for better 
look", This was about 1515, Five minutes later the other two ships tumed 
back. NG 800 reported "it appeared like the reflection of sunlight on an 
airplane canopy" Shortly afterward this same pilot (NG 800) resumed search 
going to 33,000 ft, 100 miles south but did not sight anything. 
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TAMISCRIPr OF TONG DISTINCT Y 
GH ds 13 January 1948 
eu 0320 
Mr. Loedding, Kembrock 7111 = 21204, Air Intelligence, Wright Field, Dayton, ohio 
PEN Called 


Cole Be Den ‚Davis, dras Comanding officers 8 Fighter mins, | Laas, Cols. M, 0۰ 


: est for Information r rer isen ی‎ ie aig 


SA Mre Les "Colonel Davis. this Ze urs ‘Loedding; خو‎ trader Weigh "Field. 
EN ^^ I understand that å conversation took place January 7, Wednesday, 
مد‎ 4^ between. Godman Field, Kentucky and FO, base at Lockbourne دا‎ on 

an. unidentified flying object... > 


Cole Des If it did I um not aware of it Mr. Looddinge T vend 4:4 ته‎ it-in 
the Air Porce Timea yesterday». A statement about Col. Hicks seying= 
something locked like a oe saucers That'is all I know about de Y 


۱ Mr. Les Capte Dusler said thers waa call from راا‎ Air ğase- and ‘they 


EA 


were rsen in this thing. 3 ا‎ 
“Col. De: I personally know nothing of that Mre Lcedding. T å d 


Mr. le: J wonder if you could make an investigation. = and think if kome 
body in tha tower did see it, maybe you could call mo و‎ 
could come thers and talk to somebody. Like to interrogate thone 

Col. Dez Whether anybody on. this station saw a foreign object in. the air - 


lir. Les and whe ther they discussed it with anyone — particularly Godman 2 
Field. If you call me and I will drive over and talk to و‎ å 


EN + 


Col. Des per å - call you in case I don't find anybody?” 


Me, Los It would De a goad idsa to tell me what you tind out. My number is 
21204, Kambrook eta Wright Melde 


Col. Der I will be glad to do that Hrs Loedding,- AT AR 
Mr. Let I will appreciate it, Colonel.. Nhat is your extension? 
Cole Der Fre: 7-0711 Extension 201, 


ir. Los Thank you very meh, sir. 


y 


> er 
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estimated size: 100 ft from top to bottom, hj ft across and با‎ miles FIR 
proceeding SW at 10 MPH, 


xom: Kentucky State Police were informed by unknown individnal (3) 
that an unusual aircraft or object wes flying thru the air, 
circular in appearance, with an approximate size of 250-300 
ft which was moving westwerd "at a pretty good clip". This 
was relayed to Godman Fld. 


See also report by James Hudson, Ine. HSD 


Course of object on 7 July !8 is reported roughly as follows: 


07206 2dwerdsville, Illinois: Object of aluminum appearance 
without apparent wings or control surfaces which moved 
southwest remaining visible for about 30 mimes 


2300: Elizabethtown: No description 
: Ho description 
1510: Lexington, Ky. 
Madiso e, Ky. - as revorted in this. 
MaysyiTis: No description 
After Irvine” Ho description 
After Owensboro? No description 


16300 - 16450: 2233571116, Tom: A dr. Seyfert, Astronomer at Vanderbilt 
Univ. spotted an object 532 o f Nashville, Tenn. between 
15306 with basket attached which moved first SSE then West 
at å speed of 10 MPH at approx 25,000 ft. 
1735: Godman Fld Control Tower: See rner's account (33a) 
See Duesler account (55c) 
ES? 1925: Lockbourze AB, Columbus, Ohio: See Incident 30, 30a, 30 b 
& 306 
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tse this form for Inter-olfice correspondence Vue authorized office symbols to designate Place initials of dictator and typist, telephone 

within headquarters, addressor and addressee. number and location to right of signature. 

Number all comments consecutively. Note warning signal at lower left of form, 

Remaining space in aulficient only for 
Use egtire width of sheet, both sides, proper spacing of typewritten signatare. Separate comments by horizontal] lines serow ۰ 


ssec — Request for Information 


10 MCOREXE-5 FROM MOlAXO-3 pate 20 Oct 48 COMMENT NO. 1, 
ATIN: Capt. Beebout 


l. Reference is made to recent telephone conversation between Capt. Beebout and ir. 
Colling, concerning the location of the planet Venus on 7 January 1948 between the hours 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


of 1330 and 1515 when viewed from the vicinity of Godman Field, Kentucky. 


2. Ft is requested that the following information be submitted hereon as comment 2: 


a» Position of planet at half-hour intervals during time mentioned. 


b. Cpinion as to whether or not planet could be seen from aircraft at 
15,000 ft. or from the ground. 


c. Was any other major planet in sighting distance at the time? 


-—————— 


2 Y. Re CL 


SK Colonel, USAF 


A. Chief, Tech Intelligence Division P 202F 


Intelligence Department B 288 | 
غه ده‎ kem رر‎ A جوا ہے‎ lm Se PES SERRA CA, ہے‎ Se دد‎ 22 ah 
q! a se * 
0:; NCIAXC=3 / FROM: MOREXELL 2۸121 27 Oot ls 6013:211۲ NO. 2 ; 
A 2513 $ 3 
The following information is submitted as requested in the above comment: H 
a š 
n. The position of the planet Venus, at half-hour intervals, to nearest degree; å 
Body 
vanus 
rise, Local 71 
ev $ 
9:90 122° E 
1279 i 
1349 ` 
1,90 j 
17e É 
Mx 1 
5,9 i 
154 å 
ve .An ERA 
— & Lo | d 
1712 1 
rit 
1 1 ^? 
3 26088 
15:20 EECH j 
15 359 | 
21415 e 5 E 20 
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93001 DATE-TIXE GROUP 


2623582 


FROM: (Originator) 


CG AIR MATERIEL COMMAND i 


ACTION 
ACTICN TO: 


PRIORITY 
HQ GODMAN AIR FORCE BASE 


RE IS MADE TO INCIDENT OF UNIDENTIFIED AERIAL OBJECT OCCURRING 

NAR YOUR BASE SEVEN JAN FOUR LIGHT PD OUR RECORDS INDICATE FREQUENT 
THZODOLITE READINGS WERE MADE OF OBJECT HOWEVER ONLY THREE READINGS 

ARE ON FILS HERE PD REQUEST YOU FORWARD BY TT AE eee ae 


RZSUNZ OF QUALIFICATIONS OF INDIVIDUAL WHO ADE REA ADINGS PD REQUEST 


FURTHER BRIEFS OF DAILY | WE RATHER | AT GODNAN FOR ons JANS TO CNS FIVE 
JAN FOUR EIGHT CMA GIVING PARTICULARLY PERCENTAGS OF CLOUD COVERAGE 
AND SUNSHINE AND TTSEQUENCES FOR ENTIRE DAY ON SEVEN JAN FOUR EIGHT 
D WEATHER INFO MAY BE FORWARDED BY LETTER AT THRES SEVEN SEVEN 


R i RESTRICTED CODE, NO COPY WILL BZ MADE UN 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH AR 380-5. THIS MESSAGE REQUIRES N 


RECEIVED AT THE SIGNAL OFFICE: 
TINE: 0750 INT: VA OFFICIAL: 
LOCAL SERIAL NUMBER: 15 /s/ Francis R. Segna 
FRANCIS R ۸ 
CAPT SIG CORPS 
POST SIGNAL OFFICER 


Fort K 


3 3 February 1949 


SUBJECT: Unidentified Aerial Object 


TO: Commanding General 
Air Materiel Command 
Wright-Patterson AF Base 
Dayton, Ohio 


1. Reference is made to attached message received from your head- 
quarters, 


2. There are no further theodolite readings available at this 
base, 


3. Persons making theodolite readings were qualified forecasters. 
They are reliable and qualified in the use of theodolite. 


4. Briefs of daily weather requested are as follows: 


1 JAM 48 LOW OVC TO BRKN DURING THR ENTIRE DAY CIG 
RANSE FROM 5 TO 30 HUNDRED FT VSBY VRBL 2 
TO 15 MI» IN SHOWERS IN MORNING RANGING 15 
TO 6 IN SNOW IN ۰ 


————————————————————————É—-—————————————————— 


2 JAN 48 LOW OVO ENTIRE DAY WITH 
> 1500 FT. VSBY VR3L 
SNOW AND FOG. 


3 JAN 43 LOW OVS eH. Mi $00 FT 
NOON THEN MI 
15000 FT. 
WITH FOG AND 


— 


E 
c 
to 


WAT 


anê 


Fey zeug‏ سس سے ee rN TE‏ ی 
D a) 3‏ 


ET NT 


SUBJ3CT: Unidentified Aerial Object 


5 JAN 48 


6 JAN 43 


7 JAN 48 


LOW ® TILL 11300 BASES VRBL 2000 TO 7 
THEN AT 12300 HIGH D TOD 8/10 To 10/10 
11000 FT TO 15009 FT. VISBY VRBL FROM 3 TO 
6 MILES IN SMOKE AND HAZE. 


8-10 /10 THS IN MORNING TILL 0730 BASES 

10000 TO 15000 FT AT 0730 TILL 0930 6 

VRBL FROM 8009 TO 1300 FT THEN ۵ FROM 9930 

ON TILL ‘END OF DAY. ۷58۷ VRBL 4 TO 15 MI WITH 
RAZE IN AM NOTHING IN P.M, 


HOURLY SEQUENCE FOR THE 7 JANUARY 1948 
FROM THE WBAN 10-۸ 
ALL TIMES IN CST 
0030 Osh 244/32/214/022'/3900 46 
0130 OSH 244/32/20°4/ 022 
0230 OSH 247/29/2074/023 
0330 OsH 247/29/2072/023/901 
0430 96H 247/27/20>2/023 
0530 Osk 247/27/219023 
9630 OSH 244/27/15/c/021 
9730 2/344 247/23/22/c/022/99640 95980 
3 AC E120 
09830 18083 251/23/2224/023/93531 53930 
10 AC E39 û 
0930 E8028 251/31/30/0/023/303 6399/99330 
و‎ AS 6 
MI  DKY 09000/99990 99979 و‎ AC E 80 
1130 0/8 234/41/37*v14/019/95550 99979 
6 AC E109 
1230 0/8 230/48/424 2/015/31200 0055/2 27 
7 CS E 250 
1330 DÆ 203/49/40712/010/ 99339099930 
340 F100 6 SS 1 
1430 0/8 193/43/34712/007/99399 39939 


3AS 7100 15 8259 

1530 0/12 193/49/23173/007/605 25942/93390 
SAC ¿140 5 OS 2249 

1539 0/۸9 207/43/23178/011/99390 99730 
SAG E140 با‎ CS E230 


9 2/7 5 SAI 4 TS 9 
49 
AUS £230 
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SUBJECT: 


8 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


eee Ca € 


Unidentified Aerial Object 


JAH 


JAN 


JAN 


JAN 


JAN 


JAN 


ا 


43 


48 


43 


42 


41900 FT TO 20009 FT LOWERING AT 2100 TO 1800 
EMAINING SO. VSBY VRBL à TO 8 MILES 
WITH HAZE 0 


9 SKY BASES VR3L FROM 1500 FT TO 5000 FT true 
08300 THEN BECOMING O VR3L 69/10 TILL 18309 
THEN LOWERING TO 2100 FT TO 4000 FT. ۷ 
VRBL 4 TO 8 MILES WITH HAZE AS OBSTRUCTION. 


& BKY BASES 4000 FT TO 3000 FT TILL 0430 THEN 
BECOMING © TO O lo 2/10) ۷52۷ VRBL 4 TO 2 
MILES WITH HAZE AS THE OBSTRUCTION. 


O TILL 0800 THEN BECOMING © To E (2/10-19/10) 
BASES 6000 FT TO 10900 FT. VSBY VRBL 1 a TO 


12 MILES WITH SMOKE AND HAZE AS THE OBSTRUCTION. 


$ SKY DURING THE ENTIRE DAY WITH BASES VRBL 
FROM 3070 FT IN THE MORNING TO 609 FT IN THE 
P.". VSBY VRBL 2 1/2 TO 5 WITH HAZE AND RAIN 


HOWERS. 


® SKY BASES 1009 FT TO 1009 FT TILL 1330 THEN 
O TILL 2230 TREN, ® TILL 2339 BASES 2500 FT, 
VSBY VRBL 1 TO Å MILES IN GROUND FOG AND HAZE 
WITH OCCASIONAL LIGHT SNOW SHOWERS. 


-10/10) IN THE A.M. TILL 133 O THEN 
To O (n-5/10) BASES D CLDS 2500 FT. 


yer nr Pr 


50 REST OF „RICH. VSBY Å 2 19 
WITH OCCASIONAL SNOW SHOWERS AT 404 


EI 


TO 11006 AND HAZE THE REMAINDER. 


۵ TILL 94200 THEN Y TILL 0730 
THEN D TILL 14300 THEN @ 


AT 12000 FT Ven 5 TO 15 IN KAZE 


qu dée TAM 


JOHN ۰۹1 TES, 
WI 


Colonel, USAF 
Co: sanding 


A yr id 
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SUBJECT 
-ا‎ quest for Transcription > st for Transcription 
— M —— 
ETE VOLES C RC دځ‎ DATE COMMENT N 
NAT ; 0. 
TGF CIA 13 Jan 8 1 
| 
| 


—— 


l. It is tne understanding of this office that conversations between the tower 
at your facilit ty and aircraft in flight within certain ranges are recorded. During an 
investigation 9 January 1948 at Godman Field, Kentucky, it was learned that such e ro- 
cording was made 7 January regarding an unidentified flying object. This event took 
place sometime between 1400 and 1600 hours E.S.T. To complete the intelligence inves- 
tigation of this incident, it is important that all pertinent 02 be obtained, 
particularly the discussion that took place between the three P-51 National Guard air- 
craft and the tower operator at Godman Field. 


Ze itis 
be furnished this office as 5 
standable as a result of static and interference, an attempt at an interpretation by a 


requestec, therefore, that 8 typewri tten report of this transcription 
soon as possible. If certain words are not readily under- 


qualified apên ê tok should be made to obtain at least some bit of information that might 
prove significant. 


e 
L d Lu, EN 3 
Putat 
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RT Le Cot. OF GP 


le CLINGENLAN ایر‎ diui 
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J^ Volens, USAF 2-12 04 
Chief, Analysis s Division Pm 258 
Ir ntelligence Department Bldg lla 


دہ 


9 TSXMF 15 Jan lø 


1. This office does not have a record of the conversation that took place between 
the three P-51 National Guard aircraft and the tower operator at Godman Field. 


2, I? there is a record of the information wanted in paragraph l, comment 1, it 
would be available from the Detachment Commander, 7277-2. AFBU (103 rd 8 Sq), often 
Field, Ft Knox, Kentucky, 


| Quna È MÜLL 


ARMOND E. 58 JäA/deg 
Ma jor, USAFR 5-1107 
Co ding 5 Bläg 206 


-e LLL LLL LLL S Em 
5-14-45-2 Mil. (CONTINUE ON OTHER SIDE) 


Godman Field Air Force Base Sightings = 7 Jan 1948 an #19 Aug 3 


GAIN, 


EE 


THRU: MCTAO 


MCIAX0=3 8 Nov 484: 1 
Attn: Mr. Money 
TO: MCIAT 
Attn: Mr. Deyarmond 
SUME 


cis r p SC 
14 Rpt of Ae ‘Incident e 


. Memo dtd 24 Aug 48° 
. Reading £/Codman taken 14 MAG SES eg, 
19 Aug 48 


UCIAXO<3 


7 , 10 ov 4۵۰: 2 
It is apparent, from ths data given atovs, that the object sighted at Godman Air 
Force Base on 7 January 1943 was not the planet Venus. 


Therefors, this sighting must be 
considered as unexplained. $ : 
3 پل‎ . B. DEYARMOMD - AED Zen, 
n/o 


is Deputy for Tech Analysis 


» 6-6398 
1 
AOS SPE c. apes „Tech Intelligence Dir 


| : TRE ¿Luto gez ce Departacut! 55777 وپ نے‎ 
RU: MOLO: vy WCTAND=3 ` \ 8 Row 1948 ۰ e E 
Atta: DT. Poney / S.A 
ا‎ 5 UNCLASS JE! ED سس‎ 
Attn: ir. 4 ۲ یی سف سح‎ eg 0 
6 dia په‎ 
D, It is óoubtZul that Terms cold ۶ھ‎ by” tne ER fram the 
¡round or 15, XO f 


xt as it would probably de hidden by the nigh degree of sky brizntness 
lan to ita prorizity to the Jun. 


S. 
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Base 
Godman Field Air Forde/Sightings - 7 Jan 1948 and 19 Aug 1918 
THRU: HCIAD SE HCLAW=3 ei 8 Nov 48 1 
e Atin: Mr. Money ` 2 AE A 
Wes HOLA? اس‎ å 


cue Atta: “x. Deyarmond pee 3 : elm: 


à 1. Re Sighting of 7 Jen 1958: Reference is mada to your conversation vith < 

Sapt Sneider on 19 October 194% concerning your desire for a check on the position and 
visibility of Venus on 7 Jan 1948 between the hours of 1350 and 1350 as compared to 
tha position of zn vnidantitied aerial object. 


2. A verbal report was rendered you at 1400 hore, the date of your request, to 


tae effect that ¿sous war not visible at the data and time mentioned. Extracted versions 
of pertinent inforzation follow: 


% Statement by lst Lt Paul 1. Orner, 0-265766, Airways and Air Communications 
Service AZC, Detachment 733-5, Air Force Base Unit (103rd AACS Sq) confirms the fact 
that the weather station theodolite viewed and tracked the object; that the object was 
, first seen at about 240° azimuth 3? elavation at 100 hours, and that it disappeared from 
nis view at about 2509 at 1545 hrs. 


b. A statement by Colonel Gay F. Fix, Commanding Officer, Headquarters, 315th 
tir Foree Base Unit (Res Tag) Godman Field, Tort Knox, Kantacky, dates 9 Jen 1948, states 
that on or about 2405 hours the object was first sighted at 2157 and that it could be 
olaimly seen with the naked sys, was about 1/4 the size of a full mon, walte in color 
nå apparently stationery for 1-1/2 hours. 


3. Coment Jol 2 to 2 A Å from MOINES to 4CIAXD-3, dated 27 Oct 1948 states as 
follows: Ge 3 Se 
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TDEW/M^] Quintanilla/69216 


Mantell Case, January 1948 83 July 1964 
Coroner ">. پا‎ ag 

Simpson County Tarn. 5 
eg. ‚Kentucky RE: ae تب‎ : 


Dear Coroner, - “Phy z : RR, 


In Jamery 1985, "at. Franklin; Kentucky, an و و‎ accident 
occurred and the county coroner, Mr Harry W Booker, examined the 
body of the pilot, Captain Thomas F Mantell, Jr. 


The Federal Aviation Agency is conducting sn investigation of 
a similar accident in which the cause of death is considered iden. 
tical. They have expressed a desire for medical records or any 
other information regarding the condition of the pilot's body after! 
the crash». I am enclosing a copy of their letter to us regarding 
this information. The case file et Wright-Patterson contains infor- 
mation on the wreckage vat nothing concerning the pilots condition. 


L^ 


Any inforastion which you may have, such ss the autopey report, 
medical findings, photos of the body, etc, would be appreciated by 
the Federal Aviation Agency. We request thet you forward any 
available data which you may bave to; 


Dr Richard G Snyder, Ph D, AM-119 7: < ۷ په‎ 
Federal Aviation Agency’ 22 p اوھ‎ : 


E PO Box 1982 . EE : 
- Oklahome: City, Oklahoma T3101 Së ^ 
Sincerely, 7" 
ZRIC T de JONCKHEERE NE 2 Atchs > 
Colonel, USAR SE 1. Ltr FAA, 20 Jul e 
Deputy for. Technology 2. Affidavit, 7 Jan ۵ 
and Subsystems. 


cc: Dr Snyder, FAK 0¢ 


TDZW/Mnj Quintanilla/69216 


Mantell Case, January 1948 ۰ Mt 23 July 196^ 


State Police We së x ۸ 
Franklin, Kentucky ` AS HIER 


During January of JAG police Officer Joe Walker- TE 
an investigation of an aircraft accident which crashed into the `, 
yard of Mrs Carrie Phillipe, Route 3, Lake Spring mm 5 miles Ja 
Scuthwest of Frenklin, Kentucky (W J Phillips farm). 


The Federal Aviation Agency 13 conducting an investigation 
of a Similar accidente. Any information which you may have regard. 
ing the aircraft wreckage and pilot's condition, after the crash, 
would be appreciated by them. We realize that this event took 
place over sixteen years ago, however, some of the personnel 
associated with this incident may recsll facts which would be of, ` 
assistance to Dr Enydernin incidents of this nature. Any infor- 
mation which. you can obtain should be forwarded to: 


Dr Richard G Snyder, Ph D, AM-119. 
Federal Aviation Agency 
P 0 Box 2 

Oklahema City, Oklahoma, 73101‏ ے 


We Wr WE ag کومی به‎ 9t De kan dee: a: یس‎ pe سای‎ 
grosse initial UR) واوو«‎ 


Sincerely, 

ERIC T de JONCKNEERE هه‎ sD Atehs | 
Colonel » USAF ۱ "WI د د‎ 1. Ltr FAA, 20 Jul Of ~. 
Deputy for Technology ^ ۱ 2. Extract from UFO Report 


ce: Dr Snyder 


Location Madisomyille, Xy. 
“Name of observer 35 
Occupation of obsorvor 28 
Address of observer Madisonville 
Placo of obsorvstion Madisonville, Ky 
Number of objocts 1 
Distanco of object from ۴ 23 
Time in sight 5/5 
Altitude 273 4 miles 
10 MH 
Direction of flight SW 
Tactics 8 
Sound 
100 ft from top to bottom and 43 fè across 
Color N/s 
cone shane 
datectod z/s 
Apparent construction ù, $ 
aust trails 8 


ae 
ouds Ai 


rks: 'omeome from Madisoaville advised Military F 
sy had observed thru a Pinch telescone an object deserided as c 


1 _ ` 
\orver) T j ecc» 


TDEW/Maj Quintanilla 


Mantel] Case: 


x 


“- Dr Richard G و‎ Snyder, Ph D; jn 
Federal Aviation Agency ` 


P O Box 1082: 


Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, ma 


Le Reference your letter, 29 Jul ER Mantell Case. All available Av Fa 
information regarding the accident was forwarded to you on 10 Jul. 
No photos of the body, sutopsy report or medical data were included 


with the accident report. 


2. We have: ‘taken the liberty of forwarding your letter to the State 
Police and County Coroner's office at Franklin, Kentucky in vana 
that they may-be abie to furnish you this data. Copies of our. 
letters to them are attached. : 


18 attached. 


3. A i yet case n» such as the one sent to you on 10 Jul 64 > 


FOR THE COMMANDER 


3 Atche 

1. Ltr to Coroner, Simpson County 

2. Ltr to State Police, —— ky 
3. Duplicate Case File 


FORT OF UNUSUAL INCIDENT 


At approximately 14008, 7 January 1948, Kentucky State Police reported 
to Ft Knox Military Police they had sishted an unusual aircraft or object 
flying through air, circular in appearance approximately 250 - 300 feet in 
diameter, moving westward at "a pretty good clip." This in turn was revort- 
ed to the Commanding Officer, Godman Fisld, Ft Knox, Kentucky, who called 
Godman Tower and asked them to have Flight Service check with Flight Test 
at Wright Field to see if they had any experimental aircraft in that area, 


Captain Hooper at Flight Test Operations stated, "Wie have no experi- 
mental aircraft in that area, however we do have a B-29 and an 4-26 on photo 
missions in that area." This information was relayed to Godman Tower by 
dispatcher on duty and a verification on report was asked for, 


Godman Tower later called back and stated first report was by radio to 
Ft Knox Military Police and followed by telephone call to same from State 
Police» 


Information on P-5l's and further reports are reported as follows by 
Captain Arthur T, Jehli, Supervisor of the 16005 = 21003 shift, 


Pr the 16008 = 241008 shift reported for duty we were advised that a 
"disc", or balloon, or some strange.oblect was seen hovering in the vici- 
nity of êm Fields THIS object was seen by the Commanding Officer and 
Operations Officer of Godman Field who advised that they would attempt to 
send aircraft to ascertain the size and shape of the object. 


"At this time there was a flight of با‎ P51's enroute from Marietta, 
Georgia to Standiford Field, Louisville, Kentucky. The lead ship was NG 5869, 
pilot Mantell, The Commanding Officer, Godman Field contacted this pilot 
and requested that he investigate the object overhead. ۰ 


"One of the ships of the formation, NG 336 pilot Hendrichs, landed at 
Standiford Field, The 5 other aircraft started to climb toward the object, 


"At 22,000 feet pilot Hammond, NG 757, advised Clements, NG 800, that 
he had no oxygen equipment. Both pilots then returned to Standiford Field; 
pilot Mantell, NG 2869, continued climbing, 


"Pilot Clements, NG 800, refueled and went back up to 32,000 feet but 
1 f either the stranga object or the aireraft NG 3869 again, and 0 
rétust to Standiford Field, 


"At 17502, Standiford Field advised that NG 3859, pilot Kante11, crash- 
ed 5 miles SW Franklin, Kentucky atapproximately 16450. 


e then sent an arri val of 15000 for the 3 aircraft, NG 355, NG 737» 
; 500, alga nosifizd Maneti "Lit Sarylea Canter khat 110 3359 had 


y 


jaxwell Flight Service Center made a long distance call to Franklin, 
هه‎ yan and spoke to police officer Joe Walker, who took charge at the 
scene of the accident, 


"officer Walker stated that when he arrived the pilots body had been 
removed from the aircraft, Upon questioning eye witnesses, Officer Walker 
learned that the aircraft had exploded in the air before it hit the ground, 
but, that the aircraft did not burn upon contact with the ground. 


"The wreckage was scattered over an area of about one mile, and at that 
time the tail section, one wing, and the propeller had not been located. 


"Lt Tyler, Operations Officer at Standiford Field, departed Standiford 
Field for Bolling Green, Kentucky in NG 8101 to investigate the accident - 
Also at our suggestion an investigation party and Military Police were dis- 


, patched from Godman Field to the scenes 


"So much for the accident = now hold on to your 1 


"Godman Tower again contacted us to report that there was a large light 
in the sky in the approximate position of the object seen earlier, Then 
Lockbourne Tower and Clinton County Tower advised a great ball of light was 
traveling southwest across the sky, 


"We then contacted Olmsted Flight Service cé and gave them all the 
information available to deliver to the Air Defense Command at Mitchel Field, 
Hempstead, New York, 


"Later we received a call from Qt Louis Touamadvising. thai a great ball 
of light was passing directly over the field = Scott Toweraleo-verified-this 


"fe then received a call from Air Defense Command through Olmsted Flight 
وم‎ AD MEE us to alert Coffeyville, ansaa, Ft Smith, Arkansas, 
and Kansas City, Missouri, and that they had plotted the object as moving 
VSW at 2 per hour, 


"je then raceived information from haxwell Flight Service Center that a 
Dr. Seyfert, am’astronomer at Vanderbilt University, had spotted an object 
SSE-of-Nastville, Tennessee that he identified as a pear shaped balloon with 
cables and a basket attached, moving first SSE, then راز‎ at a speed of 10 mile 
per hour at 25,000 feet, This was observed between 15300 and 161,50, 


"Olmsted F1 errice Center than advised us to instruct Godman Fišld 
to forward a co rt of the whole incident to Air Defense Command at 
Mitchel Field New York as soon as possible, 

"The 1 Military Police at te Scene of the accident called back and ad- 
vised Godman Field that someone 2800722197 Kentucky had obser rved, throust 
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10 miles per hour, 
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"A11 this time the weather observer at Godman sield was spotting the 
object with a Theodolite and keeping a record of times, elevations and 
azimuths. " 

"St Louis ATC advised of an article printed in the "Edwardsville Intel- 
ligencer", Edwardsville, Illinois, describing an object, over the town at 
07200, of alwninum appearance without apparent wings or control surfaces 

which was moving southwest, This object remained visible for about 30 minutes, 
This article went on to describe the amazement and wondering of the editor 
regarding this object = and you can bet that he was no more confused than I 
am at this moment," ۲ 
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FICE OF THE AIX 38ز‎ 78 
Datz YI2lD, FORT KOX, KENTUCKY 


/GFH/ haz 


4 373.2 > 9 January 1948 
Å SUBJECT: Report of Observation of Unidentified Object 
in Skies Above Godman Piald 
TO: Commanding General 
Seventh Air Force 
1522 South Gamercn Street 
arrisburg, Pennsylvania 
TION: Lt. Col. Chandler PIO Section 
l. The inclosed certifications are of personnel from 
Godman Field who witnessed the object in the southwestern sky 
from Godman Field on 8 January 1943, with additional inform 
i ation concerning the loss of a 7-51, (NG369). 


2. Standiford Tower, Stamilford Field, Louisville,Xy., 
reported that two alroraft of an unspecified type were taking 
off from Standiford at approximately 1500 hrs. and »ould be 
dirsctod to proce-d to Go n to assist in deterninina n 
definite status of the reported object. Thesa aircreft did 
not appear, another flight canposed of four P-51!s flew directly 
over Godman Tower at approximetely 1500 hrs., ab which time 
they sere asked their identification. Upon being informed that 
they were National Guard aircraft from Standiford Field, ana 
upon their replying in the affirmative that sufficient gas was 
available, they were asked if they would deviate from their 
course to assist in determining the nature of the object. Their 


å 


STA for the flight to Standiford was changed at that tine. 


3. The object, as it sppeared to the uniersi med,- was 
circular in shape and, if it was a great. distance away, was 
1/10th the size of a full moon. If it was an eartly chject, 
the size, as compared to the dininisning size of (he 8 
flying toward it, seemed to be at least several hundred fset 
7 in diameter. 


i. tatemnt” 
"fe. Staniay Oliver 
2» 6ھ ناد‎ 7 
P.Sgt. S.A. Blackwell 


UNCLASSIFIED ید‎ 


7 stat amet Cart. pee W. Carter 
he Statement Capt, Janes F. Duesler, Jr. 


5. 3tatament Col. Guy F. Hix, Commanding Officer 
6. Statement Lt Orner 


373.2 lat Ind 7 ۱ سلوو‎ ٢ 
H9 ا‎ AP BASS.UNIT (RSS TIO), Godzan Field, Ft: Knox, Xy. 9 Jan AA ۰ 


T0i; Commanding General, Zleventh air Force, 1612 South Camaron, Street 
‘Harrisburg, Pennsylvania ... 
. y Sex Lë, Col. Chandler, PIO Section 


FESTES 


1 . Forwarded in accordance with telephone" instructions, میں‎ 
office, this date. 


2. Å lir. Loedding, civilian imwestizator for the Inkalligenoe 
vision, Department of the Air Force, esaigned to richt Field, Chio, 
rived at this headquartera, this date, and made a thorough invest- 
gation of the matters listed in basic letter. 


3. After obtaining statements and full information on the matter, 
he issued instructions that no reports on the subject ۵ er made 
until further notice vas given. 


he. This report, however, is forwarded in ups 4 with your 
in struc: ions. 


CERTIFIED A TRUS وم‎ ` 


JAMZS-F.. DUZSLSR, JR. 
CAPTAIN, USAF ' 
°" DOWNGRADED AT 3-YEAR INTERV: 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 
DOD DIR 5269.19 


channel (VHF) and aircraft acknowledged his call. Someone suggested they 


UNITED STATES AIR FORCE دی وو‎ 


«^ 
AIR/AYS AND AIR COMMUNICATIONS SERVICE, ATC Qe 
DETACHMENT: 733-5 AF BASE UNIT (103D AACS SQ) ٠ 2 
Godman Field, Fort Knox; Ky. 
mr! "PE od å ۷ نا‎ 2 
A Een 9 January 1948 
STATEMENT. OF PEC STANLSYLOLIVER- E 


۲ 3 da se ده ورس‎ < A 

I, Pfo Stanley Oliver, was on duty in the Control Tower st Godman r 
Field onvthe afternoon of 7 January 1948.) When first heard of the ob, 
ject in the; sky about 1320 CST, we received 'a phone call from Colonel 7 
Hix's officejthat a large object was sighted at Mansville, Kentucky, the 
supposed object was: supposed':to bs «about 250 feet to 300 feet. in dia- 
mater: at 135 0091 or more رج‎ a 2y e ke, Se aS 


WAS ê 2:2 0 7 ځور‎ 
Sgt Blackwell sighted am object to the southwest of Godman Field and 
he asked me if I saw it...I saw the object but thought I was imagining I 
saw it and Sgt Blackwell told me to look egaine: This time I was really 
sure I saw an object and then we called Lt Urner, who came to the Control 
Tower and he.too saw the object. Lt Orner:then called Captain Carter who, 
after coming to the Control Tower, also saw- this object. Captain Carter 
called Colonel Hix who care to the. Control Tower and he too saw the ob- 
ject. We-all then attempted to figure out just what it could be and to me 
it had the. resemblance of an ice cream cone topped with red. : 

At or about 1445- CST we sighted five (5) P-51 aircraft coming on 
from the southwest and as they came over the Control Tower someone sug- 
rested contacting the aircraft.. “Sst Blackwell contacted them on "pe - 
try to overtake the object and we requested the planes to try end the 
flight leaderistated he would... The call sign of this ship was NG869. y 
They turned around and started toward the southwest again. One pilot in 4 
the formation told the flight leader that he would.like to continue on 
to Louisville with the flight leader giving his-permission to do so. +; We 
kent in contact with the flight leader for about twenty-five (25) min- 
utes. The last contact we had with the flight leader was when one of his 
wingmen called and said "what the hell are we looking for". Flight leader 
stated he had the object in sight and he was going up to.see what it was. 
He said at present he was at-15000 feet and was still climbing. Those 7 


were the last words i believe we heard from him. Other pilots in the 
"formation tried to contact bin but to no ۰ 


In about another ten or fifteen minutes another P-51 took off from 
Standiford Field to look for- tne object. He gave me a call and asked i? Û 
we still had the object in sight. He was told that at present tha object 
would try and locate it a 


14 S 


. He then reported he was una! 
back in when he came over tha Contro 


t received & call from Standiford Operations tras tne 
crashed and the pilot was killed at Franklin, Kentucky, He v z 
ıı D 
: NCLASSIFiEL ^ ft 
COPY. : mA! 


eran:‏ وڅه ما 


STATEMENT OF PFC STANLEY OLIVER (Cont'd) 


the object again and to my belief the object was a great distance from 
Godman Field and it was so far I couldn't tell LE jt was moving or not. 


ilh den Dl a kend A E = 

ALRAALS AND AIR COMMUNICATIONS SERVICH, ATC 

DETACHMENT 733-5 AP BASS UNIT (1030 aacs 33) 
Godman Sisld, Fort Koos, är, 


$ Janvary 1948 


ZTATEMSNE OF Y SGT QUINTON A SLACKWELL D 
,ِد‎ T3gt Quinton å Blackwell, AP181$2475, was on duty as chief operator 
in tae Control Toner at Godnan Field, Ky. on the afternoon of 7 January ۰ 
5 Up until 1315. or 1320 zstters wera routine: At approximately that tine 1 
“4. received a telephone call from Søt Cook, Col Hix's office, stating that 
> according to Pt Knox Military Police and "Er Tom state police, a large 
curcular object from 25%-to 300 ft in diameter over Mansville, Ky. and 
requested I check with Army Flight Service to sea if any unusval type air- 
craft was in that vicinity. Flight Service advised negative on the air- 
crass and took the other info, requesting out CO verify the story. ^ d 
shortly afterward Flight service gave Gowan Tower positions cn an object 
over lrvington, Xy. Loan Owensboro, iy. of shout the sane size and des- 
eription, About 1345 or 1350 I sighted an object in the sky to the South 
of Godman Field. As I wanted verification, I called my Detachment Ç onm- 
d ander, lst Lt Orner, to the Tower. Alter he had sighted tie object, he 
callad for the Cperations Officer, Capt Carter, over the telatalk box from 
the Traffie Desk. He came up stairs imcediately, and looked at the object 
through field gäasses in the Tower. Ha then called for tha CO, Col Hix. 
He came to the cower about 1420 (apex) and sighted tro object Immediately. 
About 1430 to 1,40 a flight of four P-5l's approached Godman Field from 
the South, enroute from Maristta, Ga. to Standiford Field, Ky. ås they - 
passed over the tower I called them on "3" channel, VHF and asked the 
flight lander, Wû 359, if he had enough ges and if so, wald he sind trying 
o identify an object in the sky to the south of Goduan Field. Ho 
raplied in the affirmative and made a right turn around with two planes 
and proceeded South from Godmn Field. The fourth plans proceeded on to 
Standiford Field alone, The three ship formation proceeded South on a 
head img of 210°, climbing steadily. About 1445 the flight leader, NI 269, 
reported geeing the object "ahead and above, I'm still climbing", To 
which a wing nan retorted,"ihat the Hell are we looking for"? The 
leader reported at 15,000 ft tint "The object is directly ahead of and 


و و 
Aes‏ 


a 3cove ma now, moving about half my speed". -shen asked for a discription 
E A ne replied, "It appears metallic object of tremendous size", AL 15,000 
SZ ft, the flight leader reported, "I'm still climbing, tio object is above 
کہ‎ and ahead of me moving st about my speed ar faster. I'M trying to close 
e in for a better look. This last ocntact was at about 1515. about 5 ain. 
Zac راتکه‎ the other two ships in the flight turned back. As they passed 
رقم‎ over Godman NG 300 reported "It orpesrs like the reflection of sunlight 


>n an airplane canopy". Shortly afterward, the same pilot and plane 
toos off from Standiford and resumed the search. ¡e rent to 33,000 fest 
one hundred milsa south and did mt sizht anytuing, I left the Control 
Tuxer shortly alternard. 


2 o foregoing statement is true / ممامنیج/‎ å. Blackasil 
= md correst to t „UNTEN A. BLACK 45)24, 
گم‎ ow 119 ۰ T 32% 4213182475 
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'ERVALS: 


HSAD U ART AS Jum. 
315TH A? BASE UNIT.(323 TM) 


4/bga 
XD LAN FIELD, FURT KNOX, ZENTUCKY 


a= کے‎ 


9 January 1548 


The undersigned was on duty at Godman Piald 7 Jan 43 as | 
operations Officer e. : 


a PAE skape nus: and 7 Ba? 7 Sad 7۳ I 
received a call from Lt. Orner, AACS Detachment. Commander, 
that the Tower had spotted an unidentified object and ram. - 
quested that I taka:a lock. Lt. Groner pointed out the object. 
to the southwest, which was easily discernible with the naked 
eye. The object appeared round ard white (xhiter than the" 
clouds that. passed in fremt of it) and could be seen through: 7 رت‎ 
cirus clouds. Alter locking through field glasses for aporot== ^ 
lnately 3 or 4 minutes I called Co. Hix's office, advising 
that office of the object's presence. Lt. Col. food and 
Capt. Duealar came to the tower inandiately..Col Hix followed 
then. 


About this time a flizht of four P-51 sircraft were d 
noticed approaching from the south. I asked Tec. Sgt. Get 
Blackwell, Tower Operator, ta contact the planes and see if he 
they would taks a lock at the object for us. The planes werê . 
contacted and stated they had sufficient gas to take a ۰ 
Ons of the planes procaeded on to Standiford, the other planes 
wore given a wading of 220%, One of tha planes sald be 
Spotted the object at 1200 o'clock sad was climbing toward 
it. One of the planes then said, "This ks 15,000 ft., let's -- ^, 
lsvel out". Ona of the planes, st this point (appsrentlg.ihe ٠ 
plane sho saw the subject) estinated its speed (the object's) * 
at 1206۰2:11 å few seconds later he stated the object was 
going up ani Zorward.as fast as he vas. He stated that hs... 
was going to 20,000 feet, ard if no closer was going to- i `- 
abandon the chase. This was the last radio contact I heard, 

It was impossible to identify which plane was doing the takk ` 
ing in ths above report. Later we besti thet ons plane hed 
landed at Standiford- to get fuel anc oxygen to resumes the 
search. 


ADA 


The undersigned reported to Flight Service a desoript fon, 
position of the object while theplanes searched for it. 


/3/ Cary 4. Carter 
"CERTIPIZD A TRUS "رن‎ CARE de CARTER 
Captain, USA? 


CAPTAIN, rm 


Info taken from revorts of radio conversation between Control at Godman 
end lg 269 essentially as follows: 


Col Hix's account. 


Li Orner!s account. 


2/38 Guinton A, Blackwell: 


NG 869: "Object traveling at 180 MPH = half zy speed" 
EG 869: "high and traveling about 1/2 my speed at 12 


o'clock position,” 

Later: "Closing in to take a good look" 

Bo further word heard by Orner 
NG 269: At 1145. "Object traveling at 130 MPH 
Directly she:d of & above me now and moving at 
about 1/2 my speed," 
Later: "I'm trying to close in for better look" 
At 15,000 ft: "Object directly ahead of and above 
me now and moving about 1/2 my speed. It 
sprears metallic of tremendous size. I'm trying 
to close in for better Look? 
Mo other word heard by Blackwell from x: E 


28 S69: "Object going up and forward as fast as 
be was” = approx 360 MPH, 


atosing to 20,000 ft and if no closer 
will abandon chase” 


No further contact heard by Cant Carter - 
*Anparently last word ever received from NG 869, 


9 January 1948 


^t approximately 1420, 7 Jan Aë: I accompanied Lt. Col. 3.0 
cod-to the Godman Field Control Towr to observe "an objoct nange 
ing high in the'sky south of Codman". à 


Shortly after resshing the tower, Col. Cuy F. Hix, Comcanding 
Officer, was aunmoned; it was at that time that I لن‎ sited ۰ 
+09 silver ob jack. ay 


Appromiastely five ns after Gol. Rix cane inte the tower, | ` 
a flight of four P-5l's fles over Godman. An officer in the tower ۱ 
recuested that the Tower Operator call this flizht and ask the í E 
Plight Leader to investigate this object If he nad sufficient fuel. 
The Plight. Leader (Capt. Thomas F, Vantoll) answered that be would, 
and requested a bearing to this object. At that tine one member 
of tas flight inforsed the leader that it was tine for him to land and 
broks off from the formatione . This A/G was heard requesting landing . 
instructions from his home field, Standiford, in Louisville, 


‚In the menatine the remaining three P-5l's were climbing on 
the course given to then by Godman Tower towards this object that 
still appssred stationars. The Tower then advised the Flisht Leader 
to correct his course 5 degrees to ths lit; the Flight Leader 
acknowledged this correction and also reported his position at 
7,500 fest and climbing. Innediately following the Flight Leaders 

ransmissien, another member of tha Flight asked “Where in the hell 
are we going7® In a law minutes the Flight Leader called out an 
object "twelve o'clock high". Asked to describe this object, he 
said thet it was bright and that it was climbing away from hia. 

whan asked about its speed, the Flight Lesder- stated 1# was going 
about half his speed, approximately 180 M.P.H. å 


Those of. us in the Tower lost sight of the flight, RE 
st Li see this ob/ect. Shortly after the last transmission, the 

zat Leader said he was at 25,000 ft, ard still climb ing after 
"it^, but that he judged ite spesd to be the same as his. At that 
tine a member cf the flight called to the leader and requested that 
he "lavel off", but we beard no reply from the leader. That was 
toe last message received from any senber of the flignt by Godman 
loser, 
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CIVIL ““ROMEDICAL RESEARCH e Dm‏ کی 


AN FEDERAL AVIATION AGENCY 
Elde + AERONAUTICAL CENTER 

P. O. Box 1082 
Oklahoma City % Oklahoma 73101 


July 20, 1964 


IN REPLY 


rerea ro. AM-11 9 


T/Sgt. Moody 

TDEW 

Foreign Technology Division 
Air Force Systems Command 
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio 


Dear Sgt. Moody: 
Re: Mantell Case 


1 would like to thank you for forwarding us a copy of the Mantell case 
so promptly. 


As I explained in our carlier telephone conversation we were interested 
in obtaining data on this case to compare it with a recent P-51 crash 
occurring in Oregon in which the pilot also apparently became hypoxic 
at an altitude of over 20,000 feet and dove into the ground. Since in 
this case the aircraft also disintegrated prior to impact the copies of 
the wreckage photos were particularly helpful. 


We are assisting the Civil Aeronautics Board on this investigation and 
due to the similarity of certain points would like to obtain a second 
duplicate copy of this case for our record--I forwarded your earlier 
copy to the CAB. Secondly, we especially needed any medical informa- 
tion available concerning trauma to the pilot due to impact. This report 
was not complete since autopsy report, medical findings, and photos of 
the body of the pilot were not included. 


We should particularly like to obtain these medical data. Please air 
mail if possible, 
Sincerely, 
Æ Ze TAA i Ed 
/ ۱ VAD 0 
í Kild d Jost 
Richard G. Snyder, Ph. D., AM-119 


Acting Chief, Protection and Survival 
Branch 


315TH AF BASS UNIT (235 TNC) 
GOODMAN. FISID, FORT KNOX, KENTUCKY 


9 January 1948 


Y ie Û at approximately 1300 brs. à cel cane to this deadquarters < 


Prom State Police, reporting a flying object near Blizabethtowne .. 


^, Another report case in from Madisonvilie about ten minutes later, 
TA third cal). esos. in from Lexington, Kentucky. (All these towns. 
“are south of Godman Field). تم دا ہے ہے کے‎ Gezei 
Swe alarted the Tower to bé cn the lockout for flying objecta. 
At 1445 hrs. tre Tower notified me that an object had been sighted 
at about 2159. I went to the Tower and observed the object until 
1550 hrs., "ben it disappeared behind the clowis. : 


٩ The ob ject observed could ba plainly seen with the naked eye, 
"and appeared to be about cne-quarter the sizs of a full moon, waite 
in color. Throught eight=porer binoculars, Lë object seened to A 
have a red border at the bottom, at times, and a red border at the ` 

top at times. It remained stationary for 1} hours. : 


- when I arrived in the Tower, Tech. Sgt. Quinton Zlackwell had 
contaced there P-5l airplanes over the field and suggested that. 
they have a lock if they had sufficient fuel. When I arrived, 
they were within eight of the lower, readed om = course of 215°. 


I heard one of the pilots report tint ha sax the object. 
straight ahead and estinated the sppsd of Lë M.P.H. The pilot 
stated that tho object vas very large and very brighter ies. «îl 


4 4? 
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[sf Guy Pe Bis 
501 P. HIX 0 
Colonel, USAF 

e. Command Sug + 
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F. DUESLER, JR.‏ ہہ 
e u. 1 é‏ 
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1 ACB pde 
AIRAAYS AND AIR COMMUNICA SERVICE, ATC y 
DETACHMENT 733-5 AP BASE (1035 AACS Si) 
Godman Field, Fort Knox, Ey ka 


9 January 1948 


STATEMENT OF LT PAUL I کت‎ på 


Following: is an ا ا‎ of the sighting of unknown.objects md the 
Control Tower om 7 dl 1948: کے‎ Godman en H 


Pproxtilately' 3400 est a report c cårie in he the 
Control Tower" through M Sgt Cook-of a report of an unidentified object: 
flying at. ER speed in “the, vieinity of یب‎ ne This. call was. 


structions. from “the Kentucky: State. Police: 


Very soon“ thereafter aata reporte- of the same nature cane from 
Flight service saying this object was over Irvington and Owensboro, 
Kentucky. At the same time an object was reported by T Sgt Blackwell, ` 
Chief Control*Tower operator on.duty. 1 ves in the office of the: Command- 
ing Officer checking the call from the Fort Knox Military Police at this = 
time. When the call was cancelled I was returning to the. Control Tower 
to see the object sighted by them." I immediately went.to the Controls: 
Tower and sawa small white object in the southwest sky: This object 
appeared stationary. I was unable to tell if it was an object radiating: 
as s own light or giving art reflected light. Through ‘binoculars it par- 

ages! appeared. as a parachute does with bright sun shining on the top 
of the silk مت‎ there also seemed to be some red light around the lower 
of it. 


The Commanding Officer, Operations,Officer, S-2 and Executive 

Officer were Galled izmediately.+ Several minutes after the object was 
sighted a flight of four (4) P-51's came over the field from the south. 
instructed T Sgt Blackwell to call flight leader and ask if they had 
seen any evidence of this object. ^ ‘The: flight leader “answered negative , 

nd I suggested to the Operations Officer that ve ask them if they i». 7 
had enoush-gas to go look for this object.“ The Tower oporetor* was in- 
structed tovcall the flight leader and he answered "yes" to this quos- 


H 


tion, One.(1) P-51 had permission from the flight leader to break form-- 


“ation and continue where he landed several minutos later on their ori- 


, ginal flight plan. The flight leader and-iwo (2) other plenes flew a 


course of 210% and in about five (5) minutes sighted the object. At 
first the flight leader repor ted it high and abaut one-half his speed 
at "12 otsloek". Shortly thereafter the flight leader reported it at- 
about his speed and laser said he was closing In to take 2 good look... 
s the last messaze from NG859, the flight leader. NG800 shortly 
53 disappeared. From pilots reports 3 1 
ahead of the wing mar at about 1515 
men he 3i See ee NGSOO said he was breaking off 


| ot 
o return to Standiford Field due to lack of gas. s was 
1350 T, From messages transmitted by the formation 
1 ;cimated the Flight laader wag at lê. to 20 tho 5 anc 


ring man at و‎ WR 15 shousand feet wide lo: 

t leader” NG369 di sappeared » G300 and other wing men returasd to مہ‎ 
ford-Field. os fo 

CLASSIFIED 


near the-Barth when no other stars were visible and did not disappear* 


PAUL I-ORNER (cont'd 


NGS00 gassed up and got more oxygen and flew a second mission on 
the same heading of 210° to a position of about 100 miles south of 
Godman Field to an altitude of 33 thousand feet and did-not sight the 
object. At about 1645-CST when 76800 reported not seeing the object I 


, left the Control Tower. = 


At about 1735 CST I returned to the Control Tower and-a bright light 


different than a star at a position of about 240° azimuth and 8? elevation . 


from the Control Towers, This was a round object. It seemed to have د‎ 
dark spot in the center and: the object moved north snd disappeared from: 


‘the horizon- at a point 250° from the Tower. . The unusual. fart about this- à 


object.was the fact that. it remained. visible: and gloved through the haze. 


until it went below the level of the Earth in a manner similar to tbe 
sun or moon setting. This object was viewed and tracked with the Weather 


Station theodolite from the hangar roof. 
, 
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IN REPLY ADDRESS BOTH 
COMMUNICATION AND EN- 
VELOPE TO COMMANDING 
GENERAL, AIR MATERIEL 
COMMAND, ATTENTION 
FOLLOWING OFFICE SYMBOL: 


SUBJECT: 


TO: 


2 AVE 


UNCLASSIFIED 
HEADQUARTERS 
AIR MATERIEL COMMAND 
MGIA/JCB/emb 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Bass 
217510051800 DAYTON, OHIO 


APR 23 1943 


Request for Accident Report 


Commanding Officer 
Flying Satety Division 
Langley Air Force Base, Virginia 


` 


Request copy of accident report on P-51, call sign NG 869, pilot 


Wantell, 7 January 1948 near Godman Air Force Base, Kentucky, be sub- 


mitted to.this Headquarters. This report is to be used in an intelli- 


gence study with respect to Project "SIGN", 


FOR TEE COMMANDInG GENERAL: 


USA‏ مہ 


Be i. MeCOY 
Colone1, US 


Chief of Intelligence 


Ze SLE 


OJE 


هیب 


tte 


saades” AMO, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Dayton, Ohios "Request * 
for Accident Report®, 23 April 1948 


is masc نن‎ e AFCAI-9UL. 
Department of The air Force, Ha, USAF» fashington 25, Be Ce 21 MAY 1948 - 


Tor Commanding General, Mr Materiel Command; Wright-Patterson Ar s; 
eue ‚Base; Dayton, ores Anton MGIA 04 1 


e Attached herewith is a ی‎ e Copy. of an AP Fora clk Report: 

of Major Accident which occurred on 7 January 1948 near Franklin, ce 
` and involved P-51D, Nos SEH tees 0 حسم‎ Thomas ۰ ایس‎ ja 

Tees 0613 ` l 


2.. The uge of the attached Hac: and any further dissenination is, 
governed by AP Regulation 62-7 and AR 380-5, 


sé? EA 


SÉ Ban or mm carar د قفوم‎ 


1 mel 3 و‎ arma C ERE 
ماو(‎ êy: of Ace اس سزست رال‎ vo Major, usa? | e, 
x ' Executive, Ihe Air Inspector 


y ا‎ 
HqAMC Form No. 10-514 (Rav 10 Sep 46) 
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HEADQUARTERS 
IN REPLY ADDRESS BOTH 
COMMUNICATION AND EN- AIR MATERIEL COMMAND 


VELOPE TO COMMANDING 
GENERAL, AIR MATERIEL 
COMMAND, ATTENTION 
FOLLOWING OFFICE SYMBOL: 


WRIGHK PIZLD XDAYTON, OHIO 


EN 
RCIA 


a e APR 9 
SUBJECT: Project "SIGN" 


TO: Commanding Officer 
315th AYBU (Reserve Training) 
Godman Air Force Base, ntuck, 


^ 


a 


It is requested this fice be informed of action t: 
e with letter from t 
is inclosed, 
2. Further request status of investigation promised Lr. A. C. 
Loedding, Technical Assistant, Technical Intelligence Division by 
Captain James Duesler. 


FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL: 
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Dato 7 0و‎ 1945 Inciáort # 337 
Tine $222 us 
Location Godman Field, Ky, 
Name of observor Flight Leader NG 869 (Capt. Thomas Fe Mantell 
Occupation of obgorvor Flight Leader 
Address of observor KL ۱ 
Placo of obsorvstion Over Godman Field, Ky. | 
Numbor of objocts 1 | 
Distanco of object from observer Not stated | 
Tino in sicht Jos stated | 
6 Apperently over 1 hour and a half | 
Altit 
Altitude above 42000 20,000 ft 
Speod Approximately 500 mph 
Diroction of flight approximately 210° from Godman Field 
Tactics None 7 
Soura Not stated . 
Sizo Tremendous 
Color Metallic. 
Shape Not stated 
Odor dotectoa Nob stated 
A 
Apparent construction netallic : 
a 
Exhaust trails Not stated 8 
(blog conditions Nob stated : 
UNCI ISSIFIED 7 
Effoet on clouds Not stated eed. = HÅ 
co - E 
Skatches or photographs Hone y LX? E EN, ES AR 7 
, = r ini ter: OG 1 
r of disnppoeranaa ob atated ب‎ ÊL اب سے لا‎ . : 
i 3 Å Er =, 
Romarks: Inis information taken fron a report deseribing a radio conver- 7 
sation between Flt. leader HG < 9 mo investigated the object a5 the ree 4 


quest of Godman ald Tower. The Fit, Leader Capt. Thomas F, liantell crash- U 
ed and was killed after hig last radio contact with Godman Field at 1515 hr 


۱ | @ ony ۵ 


GLOSSY PHOTOGRAPHS 
Frem THE SOCALLED 


MANTEL CASE AT 
Goman , Kentucky 
7? TAN 1948 


The Photos Are OF THE 
REMAINS o E A CRASHED 
P-S Frown BY CAPT. 


MAN TELL 
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TIFIED FLYING OBJECTS 

Dato 7 dan 48 Incidont # 333 

Timo 2445 

Location Godman Fld, Xy 

Name of observorørCol Guy 6. Six 

Occupation of obsorvor  Conmanding Officer, Godman 0 

Address of obsorvor Godman Flå, Xy. 

Placo of obsormtion Control.Tower, Godman Fld 

Number of 5 1 

Distanco of object from obsorvor u/s 

Timo in sight 5 mimtes 

Altitude 25,000 + 

Speod 180 8 

Diroction of flight 215° South to the west 

Tactics Romained statiomery for approx 1-1/2 hours 

Sound 84 

Sizo UN size full moon 

Color white 

Shape, round 

Odor dotoctod 3/3 

Apparont construction u/s 

Exhaust trails Seemed at tines to have a red border at the top and 
at the Bottom 

Woathor conditions Clear 

Effoct on cloud 

Skotch ıs or photographs “one 

Manner of disappearance Bahind a cloud 
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AS anvrox 1300 hrs State Police reported flying object near Mlisabethtowm. 
Zen mimtes later sighted near Madisonville, A third call reported 15 

over Le m. (all south of Locman) Tower than alerted. Tower sighted 
object at 1445 and notified Col Hix who went immediately to tower where 

ha observed the object thru &rower binocs. Object also lined up with sighting 
bar, Three P-5l planes were already rursuing the thing on a course of 2159. 
(One pilot reported the thing to be traveling at 180 MPH) Col Hix renorted 
the object appeared to the south and near the sun, "It was very white and 
looked like an umbrella," ha stated. "I thought it was a celestial body 
pat I can't account for the fact it didn't mvs." “I just don't know 

what it was." Aoveared about l/l size of fall moon and wite in color. 
Zhru the bixocs it appeared to have a red border at the bottom at times and 
a red border at the top at times, It remained stationary (seemingly) for 
1-1/2 hours. 


FCLIABILIFY: CO of Godman Fld, Obj chased by Hatiomal Guard planes and 


followed from the ground State Highway Jaen 
corroboratiag eme, Y "m d 
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CHECKLIST - UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS مارم‎ 

Dato 7 Jan 48 Incidont $ 28 

Time After 1407 

Location Godman Må 

Name of observer سس‎ Capt Cary W. Carter 

Occupation of obsorvor  Operztioms Officer 

Address of observor Gana ۰ Xy 

Placo of obsorvstion Control Tower 

Number of objects 1 

Distance of object from obsorver B/S 

Tino in sight 3 to 4 mimtes 

Altitude Very high 

speoa Approx 360 MPH - t/Might Leader's reporte 

Direction of flight 2109 £/Godman Fla 

Tactics None 

Sound | N/S 

Size Could not be determined 

Color white 

Shapo Round - at times cone shaped 

Odor dotectod N/s 

Apparent construction 2/3 

Exhaust trails LBE E KARA EI 

Woathor conditions High scattered - ووددمنتمخحونولد‎ 

Effoct on clouds Could be seen thru cirrus 


R 
Sketches or photographs Hone 


x 
Manner of disappearance N/S 
f ~~ "^ 
f A 
Romarks: (over) Kn m اس‎ 
وین‎ TE 
y: de سوب مم سوچ شد‎ 5 ES 
$ rd 


At avorox 1407, 7 Jan 48, Cant Carter was called by Lt Omer, AACS 


Detachment Commander, to come to Tower to witness an unidentified aerial 
object. 


Object appeared round and white (whiter than tha clouds that passed 
in front of it) and could be seen thru cime clouds. 


After observing it thru field glasses for some 3 - } minutes, he called 


Col Hix's office. Col Hix, Lt Col Wood & Cept Duesler came to the tower 
shortly thereafter, 


Capt Carter then suggested that a of P-51 aircraft in the vicinity 
be contacted to pursue the object. T/Sgt Blackwell, Tower Operator, 
contzcted the flight lesder to take a look. Three planes eeded 

on a heading of approx 2709. One of the planes (Mantell's) svotted 

it at 1200 o'clock position. Another plane relayed "This ks 15,000 ft, 
let's level out? First speed as relayed by Mantel) (120 MPH) Later, 
"object going up and forward as fast as I sm" - or 360 MPH, Mantell 


then stated he was going to Dr ft and if no closer would abandon chass, 
Last radio contact heard by Capt ter. 


NOTE: Anparently, Mantell blacked out at 20,000 ft or proceeded 


on since the object apparently appeared closer(if such were 
the case)and then crashed thru lack of oxygen. 


Does not seem to tally with revort that the phenomena 
was "Vems or a conet" 


